Table 3 Chechen orthography

Cyrillic  Phoneme(s) Academic Cyrillic Phoneme(s) Academic Cyrillic Phoneme(s) Academic

Aa a,a: a, aa JIn 1 1 Xb Xb h hw, w
Al ait ai ai MM m m XIxI h h
Ab ab e, e: e, ee Hu n n JI0i| c c

b6 b b Oo 0, 0, U0, U0. 0, 00, U0 I ol c’ c’

Bs v v OB oB ou ou Uy ¢ ch

I'r g g Oti oit 0i, uoi oi, uoi 4l gl ¢ ¢’

I'Trl ¥ gh Ob 0b ie, ie: ye (oe) T m S sh

dn d d M p p (T 1) (Russian loans)

Ee (jt)e, e, ie,ie. (j*)e, ee,ie Il unl p’ p’ b (syllable divider)
EB eB jet, el jei, el Pp r r b P >

(E &) (Russian loans) PxI pxI T rth (»1) (Russian loans)

Kok Z zh Cc s s b (syllable divider)

33 z z Tt t’ t Ck) e, e, ie, ie: e, ee, ie

Uun i i TI 1l t’ t OB 9B el eli
Wit mi i ii Vy u, u: u, uu 0 w0 ju, ju: ju, juu

" it J J Vit yii ui ui IO5 1086 ju Jy

Kk k k Vb yb y y TOpbii 1obit i jyy
Kx kx q q Vbl ybit y: yy yy ja, ja: ja, jaa
K5 kb q’ q’ (D D) (Russian loans) b 1B je, je: jae
KI I k’ k’ X x X X I ¢ w

The vowel graphemes a, ab, y and ob represent either short or long vowel phonemes, while the
graphemes o and 3 can be short, long or diphthong phonemes. The reader needs to decide their
phonemic value on the basis of the context. The o, s and 55 are combinations of the semivowel
morpheme /j/ and an ensuing short, long or diphthong vowel phoneme, while the grapheme e is
preceded by the semivowel when it is word-initial (or syllable-initial). It represents the same
phonemes as 3 in other situations.

The graphemes €, ¢, 1 and st only appear in loan words from Russian; they do not represent
phonemes that exist in Chechen. The phonemes /3/ and /3/ occur in dialect variants. They are
represented as 113, ;K in Cyrillic and as dz, dzh in the academic orthography.

The hard-sign b has two functions. Its main function is to represent the lengthened glottal stop /?:/. Its
secondaryfunction is that of syllable divider and where there is confusion, the soft sign » is used. The
word /Seljel:a/ ‘has become cold’ is written menbemna, while /hal:akxil:a/ ‘perished’ is written as
xlamnakpxuia, since the k» would be confused for a /q’/ phoneme.



